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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1862 edition. Excerpt: . NOAH S MALEDICTION.* Opinionum commcnta dies delet,
naturae judicia confirmat. The African race, in consequence of its peculiar physical characteristics, and the
circumstances unfavorable to its progress in human improvement, by which, for more than two thousand
years, it has been surrounded, has been generally and variously misrepresented and traduced. For centuries,
has this race engaged the attention of the enlightened and scientific among other races. Its complexion and
hair have furnished difficult ethnological problems; and the fact that it has for a long time stood at the very
bottom of civilization, and has seemed to be in the rear of every other people, subjected in its own land, and in
all other lands, to the most degrading oppression, has suggested to some the idea, that it is naturally and
irrecoverably, an inferior race, and that some secret and inevitable, though inexplicable, influence operates
upon it. Various theories have been started as furnishing satisfactory explanation of the causes operating upon
this unfortunate race. Of these, none has been more strenuously urged by the opposers of the race than that
which refers its condition to a malediction recorded in Genesis 9: 25, 26, 27. They who support this theory take
the ground that the curse was denounced against Ham, the progenitor of the African race, and all his posterity;
affirming that the general condition, character and capabilities of Africans point them out as the subjects of the
malediction. Thus, by an argument a posteriori,...
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