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Paper Presented at the Thirty-Second Annual Meeting of the New York State Bar Association, Held at the City of
Buffalo, on the 28th and 29th of January, 1909 The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council is the court of last
resort for all that portion of the British Empire situated outside the United Kingdom. It sits as a committee of
advice to the Crown, and its jurisdiction is founded solely on the royal prerogative. From the beginning of our
national existence the King has been accustomed to act with the advice of the magnates or great men of the
realm, and at an early period exercised legislative, executive, and judicial authority, especially of an appellate
character, from the shire and hundred courts. | have been unable to ascertain when appeals to the Privy
Council were first instituted, but there is no doubt that from the earliest times petitions for justice were
presented to the King in Council, especially when the courts were liable to be intimidated by an influential
suitor, it being an ancient rule of our Constitution that the subject who failed to obtain justice in the ordinary
courts might in all cases petition to the King to exercise his royal prerogative in his behalf. As the Empire
increased, this right has been gradually extended to all the King s subjects. Those residing in the United
Kingdom have apparently found the custom of presenting their petitions to the King in Parliament the most
convenient, and this practice is now confirmed by statute, the House of Lords being the court of last resort for
the United Kingdom....
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