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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 410 pages. LC
Number: KF26 . E55 2008zg OCLC Number: (OCoLC)315837747 Subject: Carbon offsetting -- United States.
Excerpt: ... 9 A sad fact for our industry is that agriculture has lost over half the native organic matter in our
farming soils across the U. S. over the past 300 years. This has resulted from tillage, wind, and water erosion.
Practices such as direct seeding - or no-till - are reversing this trend. By sequestering carbon, we are
strengthening soil qual-ity, not further degrading it. We are also reducing fossil fuel con-sumption on the farm.
No other sector can offer such high-value offsets to society at such a low cost. As we move to a mandatory
greenhouse gas system, buyers will demand projects that pass rigorous measurement and verification tests.
The dairy industry is doing this, as you have indicated. Those who say agriculture cannot offer a real mitigation
solution are sim-ply wrong. U. S. agriculture and forestry are some of the only sec-tors with currently available,
high-quality, low-cost, verifiable emissions reductions technologies. Mitigating and solving our climate crisis will
not be easy. Other world players were initially hesitant to include ag and forestry as part of the solution. That
was a mistake. They are now incor-porating ag and forestry as vital components of their climate miti-gation
strategies. Here is an area where the U. S. has a unique op-portunity to provide an international leadership role
by crafting reasonable and innovative ways to include ag and forestry offsets as part of the total solution.
Agriculture is ready and we are will-ing to meet this challenge. Because of our conviction that we can mitigate
emissions, the Ag Carbon Market Working Group has endorsed unlimited offset mar-kets. So has...
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