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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.THIS unique title applies technically only to the first chapter of this well-
furnished book; but as that chapter is much the longest of the seven, and occupies two fiFhs of a volume
devoted to omens and auguries, it may appropriately represent the whole. The first chapter, and the one upon
the superstitions relating to common salt, owe their origin to papers read by the author at meetings of the
American Folk-Lore Society. Evidently his preparation for these papers has carried him far into the literature of
the general subject, and given him the occasion for telling us many interesting things about Fortune and Luck,
the Omens of Sneezing, Days of Good and Evil Omen, Dealings with Animals, and the Luck of Odd Numbers. We
may congratulate ourselves that we are not living under the influence of these numerous and complicated
superstitions. They have had a long life and have died hard, - if indeed we can say that any of them are yet
dead. In this part of the world, at any rate, we flatter ourselves that we are delivered from a vast amount of
superincumbent rubbish that still seems to oppress mankind in the older countries. To many practical minds,
myths and legends have not the slightest interest. But what would Greek and Roman and mediaeval literature
be without them? How could our children get on without the creations of fancy which have come down to us
from Teutonic and Scandinavian tales and ballads? Notwithstanding the absurdities involved, they clearly
reveal the aspirations and struggles, the traditions and beliefs, the hopes and fears, of the race. In this light,
nothing that has occupied the serious thought of...
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