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Banquet of the Marquette Club of Chicago, on the Birthday of Abraham Lincoln, February 12th, 1895 If the
Marquette Club were called upon to give a justification for its existence it could find it here and now. One name
to-night is in every heart and upon every lip, and that name belongs in a certain special sense to you. It belongs
to you because your orginization is based upon the ideas, the hope and the faith that were in him. It belongs to
you as the lighthouse does to the mariner who steers his bark by its steadfast ray. Whatever sad and heroic
memories cluster around his great career, something of their glory, some breath of their fragrance, rests upon
all who strive to make the United States of America such a nation as Abraham Lincoln strove to make it. I bid
you, therefore, good cheer, Mr. President, and salute you and your club with the old-time greeting of an old-
time Republican. Carlyle was not far from right in adoring heroes; and he was more than right in seeing that
heroes do not, of necessity, wear plumes and sabers. It is the meek, and not the mighty, who are promised the
inheritance of the earth. Luther was a greater conquerer than Von Moltke, and Victor Hugo in exile was
assuredly a nobler figure than the Third Napoleon at Solferino. Ideal characters cannot be made to order. They
must stand for something more than accident, for something better than titles and dignities. All our great
American names are connected in some way with the idea of nationality, of growth,...
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