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indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 edition. Excerpt: .number, although uncertain to the speaker. Sometimes a
knowledge of history is required for the right understanding of passages. (Acts ix, 31): The churches had rest
throughout all Judea and Galilee has sometimes been understood to have been the consequence of the
conversion of Paul, whereas the real cause of this temporary rest was that at this time Caligula attempted to
raise a statue of himself in the Holy of holies in the temple. The consternation which this caused among the
bloodthirsty Jews made them for a time forget the Christian churches. Nor less important is a knowledge of
ancient chronology, geography, of botany, of mineralogy, zoology, and archeology in its various branches. But
we cannot here multiply instances. To understand the Bible, even the plainest translation, all these things are
necessary as helps, and yet, without the Spirit of God to lead into all truth, not all of these helps are sufficient; so
numerous and so vast are the difficulties to be encountered in ascertaining the true meaning of the Bible. Nor
need we be surprised at this. The various books are written in the remote antiquity. Language changes like all
that is human. Words do not remain stationary in their significations. Every word has its own history, and
antique literature always requires a knowledge of the history of the words. The authors of the Bible write each
from his own standpoint. Some are lawyers, as Moses. Others are humble shepherds, as Anos. Same...
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