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and Proportional Representation Voting is the very basis of our governments, Federal, State, and municipal. If,
therefore, the voting systems generally used throughout the country hitherto can be shown to be gravely
defective and to be easily replaceable by correct systems, we have at once the explanation of some of the worst
political evils from which we suffer and the key to political reform that is truly fundamental. Primaries, Party
Names, And The Adequate Ballot. The demand for primary elections is due entirely to two features of our final
elections as usually conducted hitherto. The first of these features is allowing party names on the official
ballots. The second is restricting the voter to the expression on the ballot of so small a part of his will that a
preliminary election is serviceable in cutting out the weaker candidates of any party or group before the final
election. If all party names and emblems were kept off the ballot, primaries would not be needed to determine
whether, for example, a Taft or a Roosevelt had the better right to use the name Republican on the official
ballot; both could be admitted to the ballot, unassociated with any party name, and the struggle between them
could be settled on its merits by the voters at the election itself. And if every voter were allowed to express his
will on the ballot at the election itself fully instead of limitedly, adequately instead of inadequately, primaries
would not be needed to cut down the number of candidates before the final election. The only adequate ballot,
of course, is what is usually...
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