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American Unitarian Association: With the Annual Report of the Executive Committee, and the Treasurer s
Statement for the Year Ending April 29, 1876 It has been the opening year of our second half-century. What
beginning have we made? Although we have not reached the maximum of recent years, if we fairly consider
the circumstances of the year, we may compare it with our Associations infancy, or any of its best years; and
the record is one that should give us courage to go forward. Within the memory of the present generation,
there has been no period of pecuniary depression so general and severe. Numerous failures in financial aKairs
have been but an index of a commercial stagnation, widespread and universal, which has at once multiplied
the burdens and calls of charity, and abridged the resources of generosity. To many of our churches, as to
individuals, it has brought settlement of accounts, bringing home debts too freely contracted in recent years of
excited hope and expectation of ever-increasing prosperity. Many of our churches have found the years
struggle a severe one; and, while expressing unabated interest in our missionary work, have deemed themselves
unable to contribute. Our denomination has been subjected to a trying test of stability: whether, without novel
and captivating appeals, we could steadily redeem pledges and carry the burden of missionary work, self-
imposed in more prosperous days. A goodly number of societies have contributed, and a fair proportion of
these have kept their contributions up to a generous mark. In 1859, forty societies gave $4,000 to our treasury. In
this year, one hundred and thirty-three societies have given...
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